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Thank You to Our Clients



Why We Are Here: The Left Liberal Shift in the Democratic 
Electorate

The Democratic Party electorate is disgruntled, wants progressive policy changes, and wants 
assertive leadership against the system, of which Trump is one aspect. Left-Liberal 
Democrats, spanning DSA members, progressives, and left populists, are credible vehicles for 
change.

The electorate is highly pessimistic about the economy and opposes a political system that 
does not serve them. They see villains in billionaires and money in politics, and want their 
corrupting influence out of politics

Left-Liberal candidates embody these anti-system attitudes and reflect them back to the 
electorate. Establishment Democrats do not embody meaningful change. 
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The Revolt

Select observations from the 
2026 Primary season.
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The Landscape

2026 House Democrats saw more defeats from left-
liberal challengers than Republicans saw defeats 
from the Tea Party in 2010. 

Left-liberal challengers are winning in Democratic 
strongholds and must-win swing states.

Left-liberal challengers can now win over 
traditionally Democratic constituencies – not just 
left-wing urban whites. 
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Source: Michael Lange, When Narratives Meet Facts, June 29, 2026

Left-Liberal challengers, like AOC in 2018, were limited to winning low-turnout primaries. 
Valdez and Chevalier won decisively among the emerging electorate in NYC. 

Demographic
NY-07 – Valdez 

Vote Share
NY-07 – Valdez 
Net Advantage

NY-13 – DAC Vote 
Share

NY-13 – DAC Net 
Advantage

White Voters Under 50 69.0% +45.1 57.9% +19.6

White Voters Over 50 61.4% +32.9 55.3% +14.6

Hispanic Voters Under 50 64.3% +36.5 47.0% -1.6

Hispanic Voters Over 50 48.5% +8.8 41.3% -12.5

Black Voters Under 50 59.6% +25.8 52.8% +11.1

Black Voters Over 50 39.9% -8.6 46.4% -1.1

Asian Voters Under 50 62.7% +24.7 56.1% +16.9

Asian Voters Over 50 51.3% +31.3 51.6% +8.5

https://www.michaellange.nyc/p/when-narratives-meet-facts


9
9Nor are they limited to safe urban seats. El-Sayed overcame a huge spending disadvantage to 

win statewide in the quintessential 2026 Michigan swing state. 

El-Sayed: 48.45% - Stevens: 47.55% - McMorrow: 4.0% Sanders 2016: 49.68% - El-Sayed: 48.45%

Source: Michigan Secretary of State, Election Results and Data, September 2026.

https://www.michigan.gov/sos/elections/election-results-and-data


10
10El-Sayed did not win by re-assembling the Bernie coalition from a decade earlier, but by 

winning over Black voters and surging young voters. 

Source: Zachary Donnini, VoteHub, August 2026.

https://x.com/ZacharyDonnini/status/2085838656946798943?s=20
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The Coalition: Successful Left-Liberals Win with a Three-Legged Coalition

Voters under 45 – the Emerging Electorate. Age is by far the most reliable indicator for voting for a 
Left-Liberal candidate. 

Voters of Color – the Deciding Electorate. Latinos, Asian-American voters, and younger Black 
voters are the cornerstone of Left-Liberal candidate support. 

Middle Income Voters – Left-Liberal candidates dominate the “Coalition of the Middle,” winning 
the precarious middle-class voters. Establishment candidates perform well among the very richest 
and poorest. 
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Voters Under 45
The Left-Liberal Backbone.



13
13Voters under 45 elected Mamdani in 2025. The median age dropped from 55 in 2021 to 48 in 2025, 

almost entirely from voters 25-44. 

Source: HIT Strategies Catalist voter file analysis.
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New York City Mayoral Turnout by Age 
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The 2025 election not only saw a surge of voters overall, but specifically a surge of 
young voters, including a spike of younger white voters. 2021 has a much older 

electorate among all racial groups
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14Not coincidentally, New York City has a yawningly unequal economy, with most post-COVID gains 

going to the wealthiest New Yorkers. 

Source: Kaitlyn Schwanemann, Bottom 90% of New Yorkers’ Incomes Stagnate As Very Richest See Huge Gains Since COVID. The City Reporter. September 6, 2026

https://www.thecityreporter.nyc/2026/09/02/income-inequality-increasing-mark-levine-comptroller-wealth/?npnl=ODM3NTR8OTUzMzA1ZWNlMWRhMGViMTZkNzcyOWI5ZjIzMTA5NGQ1Y2Y0MTVjYTRhYTY1MjBiMjQ4ZWUyNTJkZDVmNjA2Mg
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57%

54%

34%

34%

7%

5%

3%

6%

18-29
Registered

Voters
(Nationally)

30-44
Registered

Voters
(Nationally)

Which best describes your view of the direction the country is headed?

Solid majorities of voters under 45 are seriously disenchanted with the direction of the country. 

Source: Strength in Numbers/Verasight Poll, August 2026 Topline Link.

Things are going well, and no 
major changes are neededThings could be going better

Things could be going poorly, and 
major, disruptive changes are needed Refuse

https://www.gelliottmorris.com/i/182650465/2026


78%

56%

49%

58%

45%

17%

31%

34%

24%

37%

Housing costs

Affording your basic needs

Mass layoffs affecting your
job security

Cuts to programs like
Medicaid and SNAP

AI making it harder for you
to get a job

16

The youngest voters are particularly pinched and express strong concern about both their 
own financial precarity, and the abuse of political and economic power.

Q15. For each of the following issues, please [PHONE: tell me ONLINE/TTW: indicate] if you 
personally have a lot of concern, some concern, only a little concern, or no concern at all about 

each issue. [SPLIT SAMPLE] 

Q17. For each of the following issues, please [PHONE: tell me ONLINE/TTW: indicate] if you have 
a lot of concern, some concern, only a little concern, or no concern at all about each issue. [SPLIT 

SAMPLE] 

71%

66%

56%

62%

19%

26%

33%

27%

Healthcare affordability and
accessibility, including

mental health care

The power of billionaires and
the 1%

US role in unrest and war
across the globe

Lack of accountability for
bad actors named in the

Epstein files

Source: HIT Strategies client poll of N=2,950 registered voters nationwide between the ages of 18-29, including 3 national oversamples of N=200 Black voters, N=300 AAPI voters, and N=200 LGBTQ+ voters, and state oversamples of 
N=400 registered voters in Texas, N=400 registered voters in Georgia, N=400 registered voters in Alabama. The survey fielded from June 24 – July 9, 2026 and was administered online using an opt-in web panel vendor and text-to-web. 
The margin of error is +/- 2.85 points.

Some concernA lot of concern Some concernA lot of concern



Gen Z voters may be discouraged but do not think their generation is powerless. 

17

48%

34%

18%

High power
(7-10)

Moderate power
(4-6)

Low power
(0-3)

Gen Z Power to Make Change on Issues that Matter to Them

Q9. How much power do you feel your generation – Gen Z – has to make change on issues that matter to you? Please rate the amount of power you feel your generation has on a scale of 0 to 10, 
where a ‘0’ means no power at all, and a ‘10’ means a lot of power to make change on issues that matter to you. 

Source: HIT Strategies client poll of N=2,950 registered voters nationwide between the ages of 18-29, including 3 national oversamples of N=200 Black voters, N=300 AAPI voters, and N=200 LGBTQ+ voters, and state oversamples 
of N=400 registered voters in Texas, N=400 registered voters in Georgia, N=400 registered voters in Alabama. The survey fielded from June 24 – July 9, 2026 and was administered online using an opt-in web panel vendor and text-
to-web. The margin of error is +/- 2.85 points.
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Voters of Color

A swing constituency against 
the status quo.



19
19The current economic system is not working for Voters of Color. Wealth disparity between white 

families and non-white families has grown since 2010. 

Source: Aditya Aladangady, Andrew C. Chang, Greater Wealth, Greater Uncertainty: Changes in Racial Inequality in the Survey of Consumer Finances. Board of Governors 
of the Federal Reserve System. October 13, 2023.

https://www.federalreserve.gov/econres/notes/feds-notes/greater-wealth-greater-uncertainty-changes-in-racial-inequality-in-the-survey-of-consumer-finances-20231018.html


20
20Black voters name greedy corporations and the billionaire class among the top villains in the decline of 

democracy.

Source: HIT Strategies, The Black Opps Project — Defending Democracy National Poll; sample: 1,220 Black voters.

Q: How much is each of the following responsible for the decline of democracy? % of Black voters saying "a lot"

U.S. President Donald Trump 68%

Greedy corporations and special interests 58%

Republicans in Congress 57%

Epstein Billionaire Class 53%

Immigration and Customs Enforcement (ICE) 48%

People that don't vote 42%

The Supreme Court 39%

Media and news companies 31%

Two of the top four villains named by Black voters are economic actors, the same anti-status-quo critique the anti-establishment left is running on.
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81%

59%

15%

29%

3%

11%

Black
Battleground

District Voters

Latino
Battleground

District Voters

Which best describes your view of the direction the country is headed?

Black and Latino voters are significantly more disenchanted with the direction of the country. 

Source: HIT Strategies, Battleground District Survey for HMP, June 18-28, 2026.

Things are going well, and no 
major changes are neededThings could be going better

Things could be going poorly, and 
major, disruptive changes are needed Refuse
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As a direct consequence, once safely Democratic constituencies have become swing voters. 

Black voters: 
11-point decline vs. 2012

Latino voters: 
14-point decline vs. 2012

AAPI voters: 
13-point decline vs. 2012

2012 2016 20242020

Source: Catalist, What Happened in 2024, May 19, 2025.

https://catalist.us/whathappened2024/


23
23However, when offered a real choice, younger voters of color will choose a Left-Liberal candidate over 

a moderate one. Mamdani’s election spiked Asian youth turnout to unprecedented levels. 

Source: HIT Strategies Catalist voter file analysis.



24
24

The Middle & Working Classes

Pressured constituencies for 
change.



25
25Overall income inequality increases, squeezing the middle class and working poor, and leading more 

people into an anti-system frame of mind. 

Source: Figure 1., G. Elliott Morris, Meet America’s new swing voter: The anti-system voter, February 18, 2026. Figure 2., New York Times/Siena Survey, Survey Link, May 
11-15, 2026.

https://www.gelliottmorris.com/p/meet-americas-new-swing-voter-the?utm_source=publication-search
https://www.gelliottmorris.com/p/meet-americas-new-swing-voter-the?utm_source=publication-search
https://www.gelliottmorris.com/p/meet-americas-new-swing-voter-the?utm_source=publication-search
https://www.nytimes.com/2026/05/21/us/politics/poll-democrats-midterms-house-senate.html?unlocked_article_code=1.kFA.Z_7a.lePalG7DYln3


26
26Prominent Left-Liberal candidates performed better among the “Coalition of the Middle” – the 

financially precarious middle-income voters that drive primary election participation.

Source: Michael Lange, The Mamdani Coalition Goes National, August 6, 2026. 

https://www.michaellange.nyc/p/the-mamdani-coalition-goes-national
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Progressive Policy
The Change Agenda



28
28Key Democratic AND persuadable constituencies prefer Left-Liberal framing on the economy, even when 

it’s unfavorable for Democrats. 

46%

42%

52%

47%

27%

39%

44%

19%

21%

32%

54%

58%

48%

53%

73%

61%

56%

81%

79%

68%

All Voters

White Voters 18-49

White Voter 50+

Black Voters 18-49

Black Voters 50+

Latino Voters 18-49

Latino Voters 50+

Next Gen. Left Voters

Mainstream Liberals

Tuned Out Persuadables

Reactionary Progressive

27. Even if none of them are exactly right, which one of these statements come closest to your view? 
[INFLATION - REACTIONARY] Out-of-control government spending is causing inflation to spike, harming ordinary people. 

[INFLATION - PROGRESSIVE] Rampant price fixing, price gouging, and greedy corporations are inflating our costs of living and profiting off of working families' misery. 

Source: HIT Strategies, Nationwide Survey for Working Families Power, March 22 – April 4, 2024.
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81%

78%

77%

74%

74%

72%

72%

69%

70%

69%

67%

4%

4%

6%

4%

5%

5%

7%

6%

4%

5%

9%

7%

6%

8%

9%

10%

8%

12%

8%

11%

12%

3%

3%

3%

3%

3%

5%

5%

7%

6%

7%

6%

9%

6%

9%

8%

9%

3%

3%

3%

3%

5%

3%

3%

4%

4%

4%

[SSA] [SSA + MEDICARE]

[SSA] [MEDICARE FOR ALL]

[SSB] [MEDICAID + SNAP]

[PRICE GOUGE]

[TAX CUTS]

[STOCK BAN]

[SSB] [EPSTEIN]

[SSA] [RENT]

[SSB] [COVERAGE]

[SSB] [BIG BANKS]

[SSA] [ABORTION]

Very Motivated (8-10) Motivated (6-7) SW Motivated (5) Not Very Motivated (3-4) Not At All Motivated (0-2) Refuse

Here is a series of statements people may say about why we should vote for Democrats for Congress. Please rate the statement on a scale of 0 to 10, where a ‘10’ means it 
makes you extremely motivated to vote for Democrats in Congress, a ‘5’ means it makes you somewhat motivated, and a ‘0’ means it does not make you feel motivated at all.*

Black battleground voters consistently prioritize securing and expanding the social safety net, speaking to their direct 
material concerns. 

50%

Total 
Mot. (6-10)

Total Not 
Motivated

83% 6%

82% 8%

81% 10%

80% 9%

78% 9%

77% 9%

77% 11%

76% 9%

76% 11%

73% 11%

72% 11%

Source: HIT Strategies, Battleground District Survey for HMP, June 18 - 28, 2026.
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60%

61%

57%

53%

56%

54%

51%

55%

51%

48%

49%

8%

6%

9%

11%

6%

8%

10%

5%

7%

10%

7%

9%

9%

8%

11%

14%

13%

14%

17%

16%

13%

18%

4%

4%

5%

4%

5%

3%

5%

20%

22%

22%

23%

21%

20%

20%

16%

21%

26%

19%

[SSA] [SSA + MEDICARE]

[SSB] [EPSTEIN]

[SSA] [MEDICARE FOR ALL]

[SSB] [MEDICAID + SNAP]

[SSB] [COVERAGE]

[TAX CUT]

[PRICE GOUGE]

[STOCK BAN]

[SSA] [ABORTION]

[SSA] [RENT]

[SSB] [BIG BANKS]

Very Motivated (8-10) Motivated (6-7) SW Motivated (5) Not Very Motivated (3-4) Not At All Motivated (0-2)

Here is a series of statements people may say about why we should vote for Democrats for Congress. Please rate the statement on a scale of 0 to 10, where a ‘10’ means it 
makes you extremely motivated to vote for Democrats in Congress, a ‘5’ means it makes you somewhat motivated, and a ‘0’ means it does not make you feel motivated at all.*

Latino battleground district voters also prioritize social safety net expansions, but give greater emphasis 
to elite accountability measures, such as prosecuting and jailing Epstein’s unindicted co-conspirators. 

50%

Total 
Mot. (6-10)

Total Not 
Motivated

69% 22%

67% 20%

65% 23%

63% 24%

62% 24%

62% 25%

60% 24%

60% 25%

58% 26%

57% 26%

56% 28%

Source: HIT Strategies, Battleground District Survey for HMP, June 18 - 28, 2026.
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31Establishment Democrats are not capturing this energy. Rather than attacking a failing system, they 

attack a Republican party that is already discredited. The lack of alternative can be fatal. 

Source: G. Elliott Morris, Why Democratic Socialists are suddenly running everywhere — and winning, July 7, 2026.

https://www.gelliottmorris.com/p/2026-07-07-democratic-fracture-not-ideology
https://www.gelliottmorris.com/p/2026-07-07-democratic-fracture-not-ideology
https://www.gelliottmorris.com/p/2026-07-07-democratic-fracture-not-ideology
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Credibility and authenticity, not 
ideology, makes Left-Liberal 
candidates compelling. 

They fight and want to change 
the system. 
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In general, would you say that you are satisfied or dissatisfied with the Democratic Party?
[Asked among Democrats and Democratic-leaning Independents only]

Every Democratic cohort other than the baby boomers are dissatisfied with the Democratic Party. 

45%

31%

39% 40%

65%

53%

68%

57% 56%

34%

All Democrats 18 to 29 30 to 44 45 to 64 65+

Total Satisfied Total Dissatisfied

Source: New York Times/Siena Survey, Siena Crosstabs, May 25,2026.

https://www.nytimes.com/interactive/2026/05/21/polls/times-siena-poll-democrats-crosstabs.html


34
34Polling consistently shows Democrats to be highly dissatisfied with the current Establishment-backed 

path. They want progressive change, opposition to Trumpism, and curbing corporate and billionaire 
influence. 

Source: G. Elliott Morris, Strength in Numbers August 2026 Survey, August 14 - 19, 2026.

https://www.gelliottmorris.com/p/poll


35
35Weak leadership is not the sole reason for discontent. The Democratic establishment has a clear 

credibility problem on foreign policy, particularly on Israel and Palestine. 

Source: G. Elliott Morris, Strength in Numbers April 2026 Survey, April 10 - 14, 2026.

https://www.gelliottmorris.com/p/poll


36
36Opposition to additional military and economic aid to Israel is an uncontroversial opinion among the 

Democratic electorate. This consensus is not reflected in the congressional delegation or leadership. 

Source: New York Times/Siena Survey, Siena Crosstabs, May 21, 2026.

Tell me whether you support or oppose the following: Providing additional economic and military support to Israel
[Asked among Democrats and Democratic-leaning Independents only]

All Dems/
Lean Dems

White 
Dems

Hispanic 
Dems

Black 
Dems

Asian 
Dems

18-29 30-44 45-64 65+

Support 20% 19% 26% 19% 16% 15% 14% 23% 26%

Oppose 74% 76% 67% 72% 79% 80% 83% 74% 64%

Strongly Oppose 52% 48% 53% 53% 66% 62% 56% 50% 43%

https://www.nytimes.com/interactive/2026/05/21/polls/times-siena-poll-democrats-crosstabs.html


37
37Foreign Policy is a credentialing issue – it is not high salience, but it does signal trustworthiness to 

voters. Accepting AIPAC funding undermines credibility and makes a candidate seem bought. 

Below  is a list of issues that people might think are important when voting. Please rank the top 
three issues that will be most important when you consider voting this year.

27%

15%

11%

7%

7%

7%

5%

4%

4%

3%

3%

2%

1%

1%

Inflation and the cost of living

Immigration

Jobs and the economy

Healthcare

Gun violence

Abortion access

Climate change and the environment

Crime

Cost of housing

Racism and discrimination

Education

Foreign policy

Criminal justice reform

Student loans

12%

17%

6%

12%

18%

20%

13%

33%

12%

12%

All Voters

White Voters 18-49

White Voter 50+

Black Voters 18-49

Black Voters 50+

Latino Voters 18-49

Latino Voters 50+

Next Gen. Left Voters

Mainstream Liberals

Tuned Out Persuadables

Here is a list of priorities that a candidate might have. […] Please indicate whether this 
priority is a Deal Breaker for you and you cannot support a candidate if they have this 

priority:
“Continuing to fully back Israel in its war in Gaza”

Total Deal Breaker Only

Source: HIT Strategies, Nationwide Survey for Working Families Power, March 22 – April 4, 2024.
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HIT Strategies' Research Opportunities: Meeting The Moment.

Candidate and Institutional Trust

How can we restore credibility among the 
Democratic electorate and gain a positive vote of 

confidence in the coming election cycles?

Message and Language Testing

How should we frame each issue in our platform so 
that it resonates with the broad swath of Left-

Liberal voters?

Tracking Attitudes

How do Democratic voters opinions change over 
time, and how can we avoid getting caught napping 

on Primary day? 
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Tap Into Pre-Election Chatter with a Qual Board.

Daily, moderated online conversations that capture how voters are thinking, reacting, and talking as the election 

approaches, giving you a real-time window into the attitudes shaping Election Day.

WHY QUAL BOARDS NOW?

Stay responsive

React to breaking news and current events as the campaign unfolds.

Go deeper than a focus group

Collect more qualitative data across multiple days of conversation.

Customize your audience

Target by demographics, geography, ideology, and other criteria.

SERVICE STANDARDS

SAMPLE

25–50
targeted participants

REACH

Flexible
single-state, multi-state, or national

FIELD TIME

3, 5, or 7 days

RECRUITMENT

2–3 weeks
before fieldingoverall fielding
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Q & A
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Connect with Us!

Book a Discovery Call

sales@hitstrat.com

Join our newsletter list!

@hitstrategies

HITstrategies 

@hitstrategies

mailto:sales@hitstrat.com
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